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FERRIS WHEEL: 


The Carnival season is with us again, but few people 
realize the large part that one of the most unusual Illinois 
industries will play in making it a success. Ferris wheels 
manufactured at Jacksonville, Illinois, provide one of the 
most popular rides at carnivals all over the United States 
and in many foreign countries. 

I. N. Forrester of Bridgeport, Connecticut, is sup- 
posed to have been the first inventor and user of an over- 
head wheel swing in the United States. In his patent, 
dated November 19, 1867, he claimed the invention of 
“rotating a swing around a horizontal axle”; his ride 
consisted of two wheels placed side by side, each wheel 
being of box-like construction and carrying four cars. 
One wheel rotated clockwise while the other rotated 
counterclockwise. 

Other wheels were built in the following years but 
none of them compared in size, capacity, and driving 
mechanism with the “Giant Chicago Wheel” designed 
and built by George Washington Gale Ferris, a young 
engineer of Galesburg, Illinois, for location on the “Mid- 
way Plaisance” at the World’s Columbian Exposition in 
1893. Parts of the wheel were manufactured in five dif- 
ferent factories and shipped to Chicago; when assembled 
it was 268 feet high, carried 36 enclosed steel cars with 
a capacity of 60 persons per car, and required twenty 
minutes for one complete revolution. Ferris did not se- 
cure a patent on this mammoth riding device but, because 
of its popularity and publicity, all overhead wheel swings 
have been known since 1893 by the common name of 
“Ferris wheel.” 

One of the visitors to the Exposition who rode its 
feature attraction was W. E. Sullivan, a bridge builder 
from Roodhouse, Illinois. While he was watching it and 
examining its mechanism, the idea came to him that a 
small portable Ferris wheel would be a profitable machine 
to operate. He thought about it for several years and, 
after moving to Jacksonville, he began making sketches 
and working drawings for his first model. 

In 1900 Mr. Sullivan made a contract with the Illinois 
Bridge and Machine Company of Jacksonville to build 
the wheel, and also an agreement with the city of Jackson- 
ville that the wheel might be set up in the City Park there 
and operated for an admission fee when it was finished. 





The wheel was a cable-driven machine, 45 feet high, 
carrying 12 seats. It grossed $5.56 on the first day it was 
opened to the public in May and was operated in the park 
until the end of June. Since it could be moved, it was 
booked for the rest of the season at street fairs and 
celebrations in Illinois cities — Edwardsville, Litchfield, 
Effingham, Mattoon, Galesburg, and others — averaging 
weekly more than 5,000 passengers and $400 in receipts. 

The following year, Mr. Sullivan designed a wheel 
that was a great improvement over the first one, and by 
1905 he had designed a riding device that was completely 
interchangeable, with no numbered parts and no bolts 
used. All spokes of a certain size were exactly alike; 
every rim was so made that it would fit anywhere around 
the wheel without paying any attention to exact location; 
instead of bolts, uniform lathe-turned pins were used. 

This wheel was a revelation to riding device owners 
and carnival men — quick to erect, easy to operate, com- 
pact when down, and economical in upkeep. It grossed 
$74.60 the first day it was operated, and in 20 weeks 
during the fall of 1905 and 15 weeks beginning in the 
spring of 1906, it grossed over $8,000. Mr. Sullivan then 
decided to go into business of manufacturing Ferris 
wheels and organized the Eli Bridge Company. 

In the last forty years, there have been constructed 
by this company almost 800 wheels, all built on the prin- 
ciple of complete interchangeability. Every year customers 
order new spokes, crossbars, rims, base sections, axles, 
wheel towers, wind braces, etc., and they all fit. 

Wheels manufactured in Jacksonville have traveled 
all over the earth. Two of the giant models were operated 
at the Century of Progress fair in Chicago, later taken 
to the Golden Gate International Exposition in San Fran- 
cisco, and brought back to New York for the second 
year of the World of Tomorrow, when a third wheel 
was added. 

“County Fair Days,” one of the prize-winning floats 
at the Tournament of Roses Parade at Pasadena, Cali- 
fornia, on January 1, 1947, carried a flower-decked Fer- 
ris wheel with revolving seats full of simulated passengers 
made of flowers —a beautiful sight and a fitting tribute 
to the part played by a riding device produced in Illinois, 
furnishing amusement for thousands of people all over 
the world. 
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Investments in World Peace 


On May 22 President Truman signed a bill which author- 
izes the expenditure of $400,000,000 for economic aid to 
Greece and Turkey. With the adoption of this measure 
the United States has formally launched a new program 
in international affairs. Since the attainment of perma- 
nent world peace is the most important problem of our 
generation, the implications of this new course merit the 
most serious consideration of all citizens. 

Because of the suddenness with which the new pro- 
gram was initiated, it appears doubtful whether the Amer- 
ican people are yet fully aware of the responsibility that 
the country has assumed. The significance of the ex- 
tension of economic aid to Greece and Turkey lies in the 
policy that motivated the act and not in the magnitude 
of the sum involved. We have loaned and given far 
greater sums to our allies in the two world wars. The 
amount approved for Greece and Turkey is small as 
compared with the credit of $3,750,000,000 extended to 
sritain last year for postwar reconstruction and reha- 
bilitation. Nor would special significance attach to the aid 
to Greece and Turkey if it had been extended purely on 
humanitarian grounds. . 

The real significance of the assistance granted to 
Greece and Turkey is in the fact that it constitutes the 
first major step in the implementation of the new foreign 
policy outlined by President Truman before a joint 
session of Congress on March 12. In that historic mes- 
sage, the President proposed that the United States should 
intervene wherever necessary throughout the world to 
protect free peoples from subjection by totalitarian re- 
gimes. The statement does not mention Russia by name, 
but it is clearly pointed toward that country. Any sup- 
port to a country threatened by subjugation should, ac- 
cording to the policy, be primarily through economic and 
financial aid. Use of the word “primarily” implies that 
the United States will go farther, if necessary, to enforce 
the policy. 

The effect of the Truman “doctrine” and the fates of 
war is to thrust upon this country responsibility for 
world leadership of democratic society. The question now 
arises as to whether the country is prepared to assume 
and to continue to carry the responsibility that has been 
placed upon it. Are we prepared to adopt the internal and 





external programs that are essential to the discharge 9 
our new responsibility in world leadership? This quegtioy 
should be faced frankly and realistically and. with fy 
recognition of what is involved. 

Among the important questions to consider in carry. 
ing out the new policy is that of costs. Congress shoyl; 
make an estimate of the amount that will be needed fo 
loans and gifts during the next ten years. The amoun; 
is certain to run into many billions of dollars, perhaps 
as much as twenty-five or thirty billions. If such ay 
amount or more would assure permanent world peace, it 
would be an excellent investment. To say nothing about 
the loss of lives and injuries, which cannot be measured 
in monetary terms, the cost of World War II to this 
country already exceeds $325,000,000,000. It is not jn. 
conceivable that a third world war would cost this country 
a trillion dollars and several millions of casualties. 

The fact that our public debt, now approximately 
$260,000,000,000, is already at a high level presents q 
special problem at a time when the foreign policy of the 
country calls for substantial loans and relief grants to 
other nations. Sound public finance requires a reduction 
in the public debt during periods of prosperity. It follows, 
therefore, that any loans or gifts made to implement the 
new foreign policy should be financed from current tax 
revenues. The budget that was presented by the President 
to Congress in January lists $2,000,000,000 for foreign 
loans among proposed expenditures for the fiscal year 
which begins July 1, 1947. Of this amount, $1,200,000,00 
is on the British credit and $730,000,000 is for the Ex. 
port-Import Bank. Large as these amounts are, they 
represent only a small part of the sums that will be 
needed in the next few years to effectuate the new policy. 

The Truman “doctrine” is a policy of “the loud word 
and the big stick.” It is easy to speak the loud word, 
but force of language has little weight in international 
relations unless it is supported by military strength. If 
our new foreign policy is to make any impression on 
foretgn countries, we must continue for many years to 
spend large sums for our armed forces. Here again the 
fiscal situation enters the picture. If we are to make the 
desired reduction in the public debt, extend large credits 
to foreign countries, and spend large sums for military 
purposes, there can be no substantial! reduction in the tax 
burden in the foreseeable future. 

The mere extension of a loan or gift is not sufficient. 
We must have the personnel and administrative machin- 
ery to assure effective use of the funds provided. This is 
true whether the advances are for relief or for restoration 
of the general economic health of the nation. One of the 
major purposes of our loans to foreign countries should 
be to restore the productive capacity of such countries. 
To supplement this objective, it should also be our policy 
to promote trade among the various nations of the world 
Unless we make it easy for our present and future debtors 
to ship goods to us, we deny to them the only practical 
means they have of repaying their loans. Only by im- 
porting from other countries, moreover, can we expect 
them in the long run to buy our goods. These facts are 
elementary, yet only a few days ago the House of Rep 
resentatives approved by a large majority a prohibitive 
tariff on wool imports into this country. 

Thus far the new foreign policy has had the support 
of both major political parties. Some of the major re 
quirements for its execution have been indicated. If the 
new political policy is to be retained it should be co 
ordinated with a bipartisan economic policy to promote 
production and trade throughout the world. 
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HIGH LIGHTS. OF THE NATION’S BUSINESS— MAY 


General business activity in May declined only slightly 
from the point reached at the last of the preceding month. 
The Department of Commerce reported that, even though 
activity remained high, the uninterrupted business expan- 
sion of more than a year had been halted in April when 
small upward and downward adjustments in various seg- 
ments of the economy tended to cancel each other out. 

In May steel mills continued to operate on a weekly 
average of 95 per cent of capacity. One of the largest 
producers reached an all-time high of 102 per cent of 
rated capacity during the week ended May 14, with an 
output of 578,654 net tons. Rated capacity of “Big Steel” 
is 29,500,000 net tons, annually, or 567,308 tons weekly. 

Production of automobiles and trucks, which stood a 
little above 100,000 units weekly during the first half of 
May, dropped approximately 10 per cent toward the end 
of the month. During the first quarter of 1947, assemblies 
of passenger automobiles had been continuing upward, but 
the rate of increase was the lowest since production was 
resumed in 1945, In the same period passenger car tire 
production was at an all-time high of 80,000,000, about 
60 per cent above the prewar rate. 

Federal tax collections on gasoline in the first four 
months of this year hit an all-time record high, totaling 
$130,030,778. Collections in the corresponding 1945 period, 
the previous high, were $124,900,293; for the 1946 period, 
the amount was $115,569,592. 

Construction of houses, other than farm dwellings, 
lagged as much as 20 per cent behind government esti- 
mates during the first quarter, with only $778,000,000 
completed, but advanced somewhat during April. If the 
March rate of all new construction were projected for 
the rest of the year the total would be about $12,500,- 
000,000 as compared with the official estimate of $15,- 
000,000,000 ; however, preliminary figures indicate that in 


April 62,000 permanent homes were started, an increase 
of 17 per cent over the March figure of 53,000. 

A steady increase in business failures furnished evi- 
dence that competitive markets have returned in many 
fields. Wholesaling and retailing failures were outnum- 
bered by manufacturing failures in 1946 for the first 
time in the nation’s business history, and the trend has 
continued into 1947, In the week ended May 22, business 
failures, which were at a record low rate a year ago, 
rose to the highest level since March, 1943; failures stood 
at 102 for that week, compared with 88 in the previous 
week and 23 a year ago. In the week ended March 2, 
1943, the figure was 103. 

According to a Federal Reserve Board report, the 
volume of consumer credit rose to the highest point in 
history at the end of April. The total outstanding jumped 
$207,000,000 during April, bringing it to $10,256,000,000, 
an amount more than double that outstanding at the 
wartime low point of February, 1944, when goods to buy 
were scarce. More than half the increase since the bottom 
mark has taken place in the last year. 

Unemployment remained at about 2,500,000 the first 
of May, having changed very little since the first of the 
year. Settlement of the last major strike in the telephone 
industry on May 20 left the United States without a 
single nation-wide work stoppage in progress for the time 
being. On the last day of the month, however, wage 
negotiations covering the bulk of the soft coal industry 
collapsed. Termination of government possession of the 
mines on June 30 may be followed by a strike unless a 
new contract is agreed upon by United Mine Workers 
and the operators; the latter so far have rejected John 
L. Lewis’s proposals, which would increase the basic 
labor rate 35 cents an hour, or 30 per cent, and would 
raise the price of coal about 70 cents a ton. 


HIGH LIGHTS OF ILLINOIS BUSINESS —MAY 


The proposal of the Illinois Municipal League to allocate 
one-fourth of the State two per cent sales tax to cities 
has been rejected by the State Senate; this action crushed 
any hope Illinois mayors might have had of receiving 
sales tax refunds this year to help solve their financial 
problems. However, the cities still hope for the passage 
of a series of bills which would enable them to tax gross 
receipts of utilities at a three per cent rate. Muncipalities 
would be limited to collecting taxes on receipts from 
services rendered within their corporate limits by gas, 
electric, telephone, and telegraph utilities. Payments to 
the municipalities would be credited to the utilities’ State 
tax accounts — therefore, they would be paying no ad- 
ditional taxes. 

Cool wet spring weather has held up field work in 
most portions of Illinois from two to three weeks. The 
delay to oats seeding has been one of the most dis- 
couraging on record and has probably reduced the State 
acreage a full fifteen per cent from intentions, with a 
much larger cut in Southern Illinois and in flat areas 
northward. Oats seeding was completed by May 10 with 
about 3,300,000 acres being sown, a reduction of some 
600,000 acres from that planned. If weather conditions 
in May and June enable Illinois farmers to make average 
or better progress with their field work, the intended 
acreage not sown to oats will be largely planted to corn 
and soybeans. 


Raymond Hilliard, State public aid director, warns 
that aid for dependent children in Illinois faces a slash 
of more than 30 per cent in the next two years as the 
State budget proposes $34 millions for this purpose as 
compared with the $53 millions requested by the Illinois 
Public Aid Commission. Mr. Hilliard said aid to de- 
pendent children was costing approximately $2 millions a 
month at the present time, the April expenditure being 
$1,966,000. On that basis a minimum of $48 millions 
would be needed for the next biennium; the other $5 
millions was to allow for an estimated rise in the case 
load. The average grant per person for April was $24.19. 
This contrasts with average grants of $40.27 for old age 
assistance, $41.53 for blind pensions, and State-aid grants 
of $26.06 for direct relief. Should the $34 millions recom- 
mendation prevail, there will be a 36 per cent reduction 
in aid-to-dependent children benefits beginning July 1. 

One of the first bills enacted into law by the 65th 
General Assembly was that which increased the maximum 
blind assistance grant from $40 to $50 per month for 
needs other than medical care. Budgets which could not 
be increased previously when needs other than medical 
care exceeded the legal limitation can now be adjusted. 
Assistance to cover the payment of medical needs which 
cannot be met within the $50 maximum will continue 
to be paid either to the recipient or in behalf of the 
recipient to other persons or agencies. 
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Percentage Changes, April, 1946, to April, 1947 


General Summary 

Activity in April showed about the same year-to-year 
patterns as in March, with a few important exceptions. 
Most of the monthly changes were downward, however, 
and ranged from a single increase, of 25 per cent, to a 
decline of 34 per cent. 

Building permits showed a small twelve-month gain 
in April following four months. of decline, but awards 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN ILLINOIS BUSINESS 




















April, 1947 
Percentage — 
Indicators Change from 1935- 
April | March | 9) 

1946 1947 | 
NS OR SOO oe + 2.6 | —16.8 | 235.8 
UMMA DOTMES. .. oc ce ccc nae. + 5.1} +25.3 | 451.3 
Coal protucteia®: .'. o.. oeee eee +245.5 | —27.5 | 114.1 
Construction contracts awarded*...| —40.2 | —33.9 | 174.2 
Department store sales®.......... + 1.0 0.0 | 356.8 
Employment, manufacturing?.....| +12.3 | — 0.3 | 131.6 
{eer Pere +43.0 | — 2.4 256.6 
Life insurance sales (ordinary)’....| —14.4 | — 1.6 | 193.4 
Pay rolls, manufacturing®......... +25.3 | — 0.3 | 269.9 
Petroleum production®............ — 5.8 | —10.7 | 247.1 


*Board of Governors of Federal Reserve System; "Illinois 
Department of Labor; “Illinois Department of Mines and 
Minerals; *F. W. Dodge Corporation; ‘Bureau of the Census; 
‘Illinois Cooperative Crop Reporting Service; "Life Insurance 
Agency Management Association; *State Geological Survey. 





of construction contracts plunged to only 60 per cent of 
the figure for a year ago. The sharp increase in ¢p,) 
production was due, not to a gain in the month’s output, 
but to the very low production in April, 1946, when mos 
of the workers were out on strike all month. Other groups 
showed annual differences about the same as or lower 
than in March. 

The only item to show a gain for the month was 
building permits, while construction contracts and ¢oaj 
production dropped more than one-fourth and most of 
the other indicators showed smaller declines. 





WHOLESALE PRICES 


The first decline in seven months was reported for the 
BLS index of prices of 889 commodities at wholesale. 
The April figure, 147.7, was 1.2 per cent below the March 
peak, although still more than one-third higher than the 
level a year ago. 

The greatest drop occurred in hides and leather prod- 
ucts, 4.7 per cent, with sharp slumps in leather, hides, and 
skins. Farm products and foods were both down 3.1 per 
cent for the month. Livestock and poultry prices were 
responsible for most of the decrease in the former, de- 
spite steady declines in slaughtering, while liberal supplies 
of dairy products and lower prices on these and meats 
contributed to the drop in food prices. Textile products 
also exhibited a slight decline, 0.3 per cent, as prices 
on silk continued to fall. Increases among the other 
groups ranged as high as 2.7 per cent on fuel and lighting 
materials and 1.3 per cent on housefurnishing goods. 
Chemicals and allied products rose slightly despite a drop 
in oils and fats prices, while substantial reductions in 
cattle feed prices kept the index of miscellaneous goods 
at only 0.3 per cent above the March level. 

Most groups showed annual margins smaller than or 
about the same as last month. 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES 

















April, 1947 
Percentage Change | 
Commodity from Index 
1926= 
April March 100 
1946 1947 
All commodities............ +34.0 | —1.2 147.7 
Jo ee +30.7 —3.1 177.0 
RLS eae oe +46.6 —3.1 162.4 
Hides and leather products.....} +38.9 —4.7 166.4 
pp ey re +29.0 —0.3 139.2 
Fuel and lighting materials. . . +20.1 +2.7 103.4 
Metals and metal products.....| +29.0 +0.3 140.3 
Building materials............ +41.3 +0.7 178.8 
Chemicals and allied products. .| +38.6 +0.8 133.2 
Housefurnishing goods. ....... +18.5 +1.3 127.4 
Miscellaneous commodities.....| +20.9 +0.3 115.7 
ee Re oe ae +31.0 —1.9 160.1 
Semimanufactured articles..... +42.9 —1.0 144.5 
Manufactured articles......... +34.5 —1.0 141.9 
All commodities other than 

feirea pewGutte::. oy is +34.9 —0.8 141.0 

All commodities other than 
farm products and foods.....| +27.6 +0.5 131.8 


| 


Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
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FINANCE 
Bank Debits Postal Receipts 


(Bank debits represent the dollar value of checks drawn (Postal receipts are considered an easy and fairly reliable 
against individual bank deposits. Approximately 90 per measure of local business conditions, since their fluctua- 
cent of all goods, property, and services is paid for by tions over a period of time follow to a considerable extent 
such checks. Bank debits are therefore regarded as indi- the ups and downs of business in general.) 
cators of the general trend of business. They are not so 
indicative when applied solely to New York and Chicago, POSTAL RECEIPTS IN ILLINOIS CITIES 
since great transfers of funds take place between those é 
cities, but changes in bank debits of Illinois cities other 
than Chicago are significant to the businessman.) : 
Debits totaling $7,353,709,000 were reported by banks ‘— 
in the fifteen Illinois cities in April, a decline of 16.8 
per cent from the March figure and only 2.6 per cent — 
above the level in April, 1946, East St. Louis and National 18,806 
Stock Yards showed the only increase for the month, Aurora 58 ,400 
; declines red from 5.3 per cent to 17.6 per cent - as 22,669 
as declines range 3.3 p OP . Bloomington 66,503 
All cities reported advances for the year, still led by 6,909 
East St. Louis and National Stock Yards, although gains Carbondale 10, 104 
in Chicago were relatively small. Centralia 16,284 
The Chicago Federal Reserve District reported a much Chiat 7 Bt 
ereater monthly decline and a smaller annual gain than Danville 35,870 
the St. Louis District, which dropped 3.9 per cent from — 65,656 
March and jumped 16.3 per cent from last April. In the East St. Louis and National 
United States debits dropped 6 per cent in the month to Stock Yards..........-| 47,943 
about the same level as last April Elgin 47,760 
" rt ‘ i Freeport 25,677 
Galesburg 23,524 
Life Insurance Sales Granite City 10,258 
; ’ Joliet 42,061 
(Life insurance sales data are related to the financial con- Kankakee 20 ,631 
ditions of individuals and particularly businessmen, because Marion 6,141 
life insurance contracts are a form of savings.) Moline 53,973 
Illinois sales of ordinary life insurance dropped 1.6 Mount Vernon 11,556 
per cent between March and April to a level of $91,332,- Murphysboro ucs*eae 
000, and were 14.4 per cent below last April’s figure. Quincy 507918 
Declines in the country as a whole were not quite so Rockford 133,776 
great on either basis. Cumulative sales in Illinois for the Rock Island 44,069 
frst four months of 1947 were only 0.4 per cent above Springfield 169,085 
those for the same period last year, and in the United a 
States were on about the same level as in January-April, 55 
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BANK DEBITS IN FIFTEEN ILLINOIS CITIES 
(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 











Percentage Change 
om April April April, 1947, from 
1947 1946 April March 


1946 1947 





WO nce wcsxk nanemenseenald eer eee $7,353,709 $7 , 166,936 $8 ,834 ,337 + 2. 


19,405 16,252 21,085 +19. 
28,237 23 ,085 30,130 +22. 
Bloomington 35 ,026 30 , 898 40 ,393 +13. 
Champaign-Urbana 31,638 24,952 35,045 +26. 
Chicago. . 6,656,613 6,619,811 8,079,357 + 0. 


Danville 27,931 21,767 30,837 428. 
Decat ur 54,374 39 , 881 60 ,078 +36. 
1037808 66,358 1027100 +56. 
20 ,057 17,208 21,673 +16. 
32,640 30,133 36,587 + 8. 


20 , 239 17,207 21,948 +17. 
156,795 125 ,067 172,720 +25. 
Quincy 25,431 20,820 26,844 +22. 
Rockford 81,094 65,855 90,925 +23. 
60,421 47,642 64,615 +26. 
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Source: Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System. 
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PRODUCTION 
Coal 


Illinois production of coal in the 94 reporting mines 
dropped to only 4,151,107 tons in April, a decline of 
27.5 per cent from the March volume, as a result of the 
temporary closure of most of the big mines during the 
“period of mourning” following the Centralia explosion. 
This figure was almost three and one-half times the 
volume in April, 1946, however, when most of the miners 
were out on strike all month, 

The 26 strip mines, operating an average of 18 days, 
reported a decline in output of-only 15 per cent, whereas 
shaft mines, slower to open and working only 15 days, 
dropped 32 per cent in volume. 

Production in the first four months of this year ag- 


cumulative figure for January-April, 1946. 


Petroleum 


Despite record petroleum production levels in the United 
States, Illinois volume continued at the lowest level since 
1939. The April figure of 5,567,000 barrels was down 
10.7 per cent from the March output, and 5.8 per cent 
below production a year ago. The cumulative volume for 
January to April, 22,954,000 barrels, was 6.8 per cent 
short of the figure for the same period in 1946. 

Only 71 new producing wells were completed in April, 
as compared with almost twice as many a year ago and 
112 in March. The total for the first 4 months of 1947, 
351 wells, was 16 per cent below the number of new wells 
in the same period of 1946. 


Electric Power 


(Electric power production is generally accepted as indic- 
ative of business activity; however, it is a measure of 
industrial output rather than of general business. Produc- 
tion differs from consumption by the amount of interstate 
transfers.) 

Production of electric energy for public use totaled 
1,348,868,000 kilowatt hours in Illinois in March, accord- 
ing to reports of the Federal Power Commission. This 
represented a gain of 4.6 per cent for the month and 
18.9 per cent for the year. 

The March output of 21,245,914,000 kilowatt hours by 
all public utilities in the United States, highest third-month 
total on record, was 8.3 per cent above the February level 
and up 19.4 per cent from March, 1946. 





CONSTRUCTION 
Building Permits 


(As a measure of business activity, building permits serve 
to measure building operations planned rather than actual 
construction under way. Care must be taken in interpret- 
ing these data to allow for the lag which may occur be- 
tween the issuance of the permit and the commencement 
of the actual construction work. However, the status of 
construction is vital to labor because of the large body 
of workers engaged directly in erecting buildings and be- 
cause all workers are concerned in obtaining suitable 
dwellings at reasonable costs.) 


Valuations of building permits issued in April in the 
209 Illinois cities totaled $26,037,235, a jump of more than 
25 per cent from the March figure. Estimated valuations 


showed the first gain on a twelve-month basis in fiy, 
months, with an increase of 5.1 per cent over the figure 
for April, 1946. 

The only monthly decline was reported for new nop. 
residential building, 27 per cent, as additions, alterations 
repairs, and installations jumped almost 43 per cent ang 
new residential construction rose to 52 per cent aboye 
the March value. 

Annual changes were similar, with new nonresidentiaj 
building down 39 per cent and gains in the other two 
groups: 15 per cent in new residential building and 7 
per cent in additions, alterations, repairs, and installations 

The Chicago, suburban, and downstate areas all re. 
ported gains on a monthly basis, and permit valuations 
were higher than a year ago in the latter two groups, but 
dropped 14 per cent in Chicago. 

All but one of the eleven permits issued for large 
projects in April were in the Chicago area. In the city 
of Chicago, new permits” covered an office building, a 
motor vehicle repair building, a film storage building, 
and an office and laboratory building, while outside the 
city projects included an industrial building in Bellwood; 
an apartment building, a factory and warehouse, and a 
fieldhouse in Evanston; a hospital addition in Evergreen 
Park; a Public Service Company building in Maywood; 
and an institutional building in Aurora. 


Construction Contracts Awarded 


(The record of the valuation of actual contracts awarded 
is even more indicative of construction activity than build- 
ing permits. Permits indicate intentions to build, but con- 
tracts awarded are much more definite indications that 
the work will actually be accomplished.) 

Illinois awards of construction contracts totaled $28.- 
956,000 in April, less than two-thirds the figure for March 
and only 60 per cent of the dollar volume a year ago. 

Residential building dropped 55.5 per- cent in the 
month, while nonresidential building fell off almost 32 
per cent. Public works and utilities, however, were more 
than doubled between March and April. 

On an annual basis, all three groups reported sizable 
declines, ranging from 26.1 per cent in public works and 
utilities to 47.0 per cent in nonresidential building. Resi- 
dential building was down 38.7 per cent from the April, 
1946, level. 

Resistance to high construction costs continued to hold 
down the level of commercial, industrial, and residential 
building in spite of present shortages. Contract dollar 
volume in the 37 eastern states in April was less than 1 
per cent above that in March, and down 18 per cent from 
the April, 1946, figure, as only heavy engineering works 
showed gains on either basis. 


CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS AWARDED 
IN ILLINOIS 


(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 











Percentage Change 
April, 1947, from 


























Type of Construction April April March 
1947 1946 1947 
April March 
1946 1947 
Total Construction. ..| $28,956 | $48,388 | $43,799 | —40.2 —33.9 
Total Building......... 22,162 | 39,191 | 40,469 | —43.5 | —45.2 
Residential. ......... 10,207 16,650 22,929 | —38.7 —55.5 
Nonresidential....... 11,955 22,541 17,540 | —47.0 —31.8 
Public Works and 
oo 6,794 9,197 3,330 | —26.1 +104.0 




















Source: F. W. Dodge Corporation. 
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RETAIL TRADE 


Department Stores 


Department store statistics are well recognized and fre- 
quently used by businessmen as a measure of trading 
activity and retail distribution. Since department stores 
handle a broad and varied line of merchandise the volume 
of their sales is considered a rather reliable refiection of 
purchasing power.) 

Sales in the 48 reporting Illinois independent depart- 
ment stores showed neither increase nor decrease between 
March and April, and were only 1 per cent above the 
level of a year before. Pre-Easter sales in 1946 were con- 
centrated fairly heavily in April, as compared with the 
larger March volume in 1947 because of the earlier 
holiday, and 1946-1947 percentage changes were expected 
to be lower in April than in previous months. Higher 
prices, however, more than counteracted the slump in 
ynit volume, with the resultant slight increase in dollar 
volume. 

No appreciable change in dollar volume was reported 
on either a monthly or annual basis for the 12 independent 
department stores reporting from Chicago. 


Other Kinds of Business 


The 3,872 other independent retail establishments in the 
lllinois reporting panel showed a small decline between 
March and April, although April volume was still con- 
siderably above the level of a year before. 

Changes for the month were varied, with increases 
ranging as high as 56 per cent for florists and 49 per cent 
for furriers and fur shops. Hardware stores and gift, 
novelty, and souvenir shops also reported gains of more 
than 20 per cent. However, these and other scattered 
smaller increases were insufficient to offset a number of 
fair-sized declines, the greatest of which occurred for 
fuel and ice dealers, 23 per cent, and floor coverings 
stores, 20 per cent. 

On an annual basis, motor vehicle dealers continued 
to hold the lead in year-to-year percentage gains, while 
various household appliance shops and fuel and ice dealers 


RETAIL SALES OF INDEPENDENT STORES 
IN SELECTED ILLINOIS CITIES 














Percentage Change 

Cities April, 1947, from 4 months, 

ities 1947, from 

April March _ | 4 months, 
1946 1947 1946 
Alton Surat Engr n” Matty So Fe +15 +12 +16 
eR eee + 4 — 1 +21 
RTE et rate +19 + 1 +27 
NOIR 5 oa ce bosib commie aed +14 — 2 +17 
Chicago Heights........... +2 + 1 + 4 
ae, Ee a te +25 — 5 +27 
| em RE RE eta PS +16 — 8 +28 
eee eee ee +17 — § +25 
Se ey ee +12 3 +18 
a SR + 3 — § +19 
Moline-Rock Island........ + 6 + 1 +16 
_ RR Se +32 — 1 +37 
SS a Ot ee + 4 —2 +10 
Se eee +20 + 5 +23 
| Ra (ERT TES — § —- 1 + 6 








Source: Bureau of the Census. 
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also reported sizable increases. Declines, ranging as high 
as 31 per cent (for liquor stores with packaged goods), 
were in greater number than in recent months. 


Sales of the 2,264 reporting stores in Chicago ex- 


clusive of department stores showed the same general 
pattern as the rest of Illinois. Pawn shops reported 
noticeable declines on both monthly and annual bases. 


RETAIL SALES OF ILLINOIS INDEPENDENT 
STORES BY KIND OF BUSINESS 











Percentage Change 
April, 1947, from 
Kind of Business 
April March 
1946 1947 
PO et ee Saar Os eee eres +14 — 1 
DEPARTMENT. SFORES sos. .o.cdeosass +1 0 
OTHER KINDS OF BUSINESS: 
Keod: Grae bi 62-20 seks eon «a9 we +11 0 
Grocery and combination stores........ + 8 — 1 
Grocery stores (without fresh meats) .| + 5 — 1 
Combination stores (groceries, meats)| + 9 — 1 
Meat markets, fish markets............ +18 + 3 
Meat tharete. |.) 2. Sa AV..... +19 + 3 
Fish (sea food) markets............. — 6 + 1 
Fruit stores, vegetable markets........ — 3 +14 
Candy, nut, confectionery stores.......| + 4 + 5 
Dairy products stores, milk dealers... .. +26 + § 
re +15 — 1 
EPG UO oo esis kb st ocas ene ve +11 — 4 
Eating and Drinking Places............. — 1 — 1 
Restaurants, cafeterias, lunchrooms..... + 2 0 
Se er ree — 7 — 2 
General Stores (with food).............. +15 + 7 
Liquor Stores (packaged goods).......... —31 — 6 
RES egenstinar enpeenepreactey cid parley mapa +2 +56 
Feed Stores, Farm and Garden Supplies...} + 6 —12 
J. kw ee ee +12 + 6 
Fuel and Ice Dealers... 055.6556 5 ci68kss +50 —23 
i pe ee Ee ee RN yc lg + 5 — 7 
Book and Stationery Stores.............. + 2 — 9 
Gift, Novelty, Souvenir Shops........... —- 1 +21 
Dry Goods and General Mdse. Stores... .. + 1 + 4 
Piano, Musical Instrument Stores........ +29 —14 
Photographic Supply—Camera Stores..... +24 — 8 
PUT oa he os Fate he aecee —4 0 
Men’s, boys’ clothing and furnishings 
RS ec Scale, Ss cipcuna aetkhate 4 ook a + 4 +1 
Pamaily CIOCMIE GEORESE.. -. 2.02 cece secs —12 -— 9 
Women’s ready-to-wear stores......... — 4 + 2 
TSS, CREE CLE ee Aare — 1 + 4 
a EE Ore + 3 +14 
Pees Tae GN aac Gee eee — 9 +49 
Pe, ee ee —13 + 2 
pe oe nner +129 — 3 
Motor-vehicle dealers. ............<..- +143 — 3 
Accessory, tire, battery dealers......... —12 + 8 
Furniture-Household-Radio Group.......| +19 + 3 
ernie MR, oc ot ceveccevvessdell +14 + 6 
Floor coverings, drapery stores........ + 4 —15 
Floor coverings stores............... +11 —20 
Radio-household appliance dealers... ... +65 + § 
Household appliance dealers........... +62 +15 
Other home furnishings stores.......... + 3 +19 
Lumber-Building-Hardware Group....... +12 +10 
ee ee ee a +14 +21 
Farm equipment dealers (and hardware)| +30 +4 
Lumber-building materials dealers...... +10 + 9 
Paint, glass, wallpaper stores.......... +12 +19 
Office, Store, School Supply Dealers...... +37 + $§ 
Office, Store Appliance & Equipment 
ESR a Rae: ee Be Eat te A Ca « + 5 + 2 
PENNS oF v0 A kee StAee he eo en — 2 +10 











Source: Bureau of the Census. 





EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS 


(Factory employment data are collected from reports 
made by cooperating firms. The changes are recorded 
month by month from data supplied by identical firms; 
thus the change in employment in one month is on a 
comparable basis with the previous month. 

Pay rolls refer to the amount of money paid to wage 
earners employed in the reporting establishments. There 
are many other sources of income besides pay rolls. 
Therefore, the value of the pay-roll data depends upon 
the type of employment and income of the area. The pay- 
roll funds flow mainly into consumption-goods markets.) 

Continued declines in both employment and pay rolls 
were reported in April for the second consecutive month 
by a group of Illinois firms employing almost 900,000 non- 
agricultural workers. The number of employees was down 
1.8 per cent and wage payments fell off 2.2 per cent. Large 
gains occurred in construction and government work, 
however, which were not included in the sample. 

Manufacturing firms showed the smallest declines, 0.3 
per cent in both labor force and pay rolls, as increases 
were reported for a number of firms. Counteracting these 
gains, greatest for the agricultural implement, chemicals, 
soaps, and explosives, confectionery, and leather and 
allied products industries, were important reductions in 


the beverages, cotton, woolen and silk goods, electrical 
machinery and apparatus, meat packing and slaughtering 
and railway car building and repair groups, and smaller 
declines in other industries. The twelve-month increases 
of 12.3 per cent in employment and 25.3 per cent in pay 
rolls in April were the smallest since last September, 
Sharp reductions in both items were reported for the 
group of nonmanufacturing establishments, as the number 
of workers dropped 5.6 per cent and wage disbursements 
showed an even greater decline, 7.7 per cent. Pre-Easter 


gains in department stores were offset by decreases jp’ 


other retail trade establishments. Substantial reductions 
occurred in the utilities and mining groups as a result of 
the telephone strike and the closure of many coal mines 
during the mourning period and for safety inspection. 
Fewer working hours were accompanied by a drop in 
average weekly earnings in April. Wages in the sample 
group as a whole averaged $50.52, or 26 cents below the 
level of a month before, partly because of lost time in the 
mining and utilities groups. Nonmanufacturing establish- 
ment wages declined more than a dollar a week, whereas 
manufacturing concerns’ weekly earnings dropped only 
four cents to an average for both sexes combined of $52.09, 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES AND INDEXES OF EMPLOYMENT AND PAY 
ROLLS FOR ILLINOIS REPORTING ESTABLISHMENTS BY CITY 









































Piiiiaee: Change March 15 - April 15, 1947 April, 1947, indexes 
1935-1939 = 100) 
F All Reporting Manufacturing Manufacturing 
City-Area Establishments Establishments Establishments 
Employment Pay Rolls Employment Pay Rolls Employment Pay Rolls 

THE STATE —1.8 —2.2 —0.3 —0.3 131.6 269.9 

CHICAGO METROPOLITAN AREA..| —1.8 | —1.9 —0.4 —1.4 139.5 284.2 
CG as ewe vu nst Cee nes tures —1.9 —2.4 —0.4 —1.8 136.0 280.2 
Waukegan-North Chicago.............. +0.1 +2.1 +0.1 5 a Pees Sree 
Ceiber PUIG SPORE. ..... . . . -.0.0.0 c0ewe —0.5 +1.5 —0.8 +1.0 153.0 296.8 
DOW ren Ade, AREA... 2 cal isanss. —1.8 —2.8 —0.1 +2.0 118.1 246.3 
Alton-Wood River area............++.- +0.1 +1.9 —0.1 +1.9 177.5 375.2 
IR ie Syne Rae GRE aig tay meee priv a —1.5 +1.2 —1.5 +1.2 141.3 342.3 
I door aa hte sass atte kale a ed —0.6 —1.1 —0.7 —1.4 76.7 158.9 
Bloomington-Normal.................. +8.6 +12.0 +10.4 +13.3 137.6 271.5 
CEN Fa od onc coed k eae +11.7 +11.2 +18.9 wee. § -~ssss 1. >a 
SE cc Se iceuccedueds eaaeen ea een es +2.2 +1.4 +1.7 +1.3 75.6 155.7 
PN NN ews een Mad ad ees +1.2 +3.4 +1.1 +3.4 125.6 278.6 
Pere rer erer rrr ee —0.3 —0.1 —0.5 —0.3 115.8 215.2 
Gs ccc oes See UR PONS CaS —0.8 +0.1 —0.6 +0.1 108.2 222.5 
PONE cho + cds wecehenamemiaemede +0.1 -—1.5 +0.1 —1.6 90.6 184.5 
ie ius aici a +0.4 +7.6 +0.5 oS as |) ated 
Camedia Cite BOO iss sci n's « dats cau —0.6 —1.0 —0.5 —0.9 125.4 233.6 
pe OR rere err se —3.4 —2.6 —4.1 —3.0 120.0 261.7 
Kankakee-Bradley area. ............... +1.2 +6.3 +0.7 +5.7 144.5 346.9 
Pe err er —0.8 +3.4 —1.0 ie. ok) sanacce ot” SORE 
LaSalle-Peru-Oglesby area.............. —1.1 —0.8 +1.4 +1.9 121.8 242.6 
NN 2. Soa «ott 0's a aikt0 4 painter eaes +4.4 +10.4 +3.4 +9.6 +. Re Mika 
SE AE 9 a ee —1.4 +0.3 —1.7 —0.2 133.6 270.2 
PP ee eer ee oe —6.4 —1.0 —7.7 cat: i Soe oe ay 
er ere —3.5 +1.4 —2.9 +2.5 153.2 270.8 
IR i aE Opened len my Pesrgaysy —0.1 +2.9 +0.0 +3.1 135.4 244.3 
Rin RR i Pla pe at erage ge +0.0 +3.7 —0.0 +3.7 144.6 352.4 
TNL 5 5% ulg-a oo o's acca nope ao a he +0.9 +1.8 +0.6 +1.6 127.0 248.0 
I fa, Cds 0s ona ves oa wee eee « +6.0 +7.6 +7.2 +14.2 268.4 551.4 
es | a eee —1.1 —0.2 —1.3 —0.3 111.3 264.4 
iia tts Ea orden Gk sus aioe ee bean Sea +1.8 +4.9 +1.8 tas: we eee ae 
CP, EEL POET TOR OR Tee —4.8 —12.9 +0.7 +0.7 94.5 189.0 


























Source: Illinois Department of Labor. 
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CONSUMERS’ PRICES 


Chicago Indexes 


The consumers’ price index is a barometer, not a measure 
of the total amount spent for family living. The price index 
measures the changes in prices of food, clothing, rent, 
fyel, house furnishings, transportation, personal services, 
and a variety of miscellaneous goods purchased by fam- 
ilies of moderate income. Cost of food accounts for 
over 40 per cent of the index. The index does not measure 
changes in the expenditures of the average family for 
consumers’ goods and services. It measures only the 
changes in family expenditures resulting from price 
changes. The index is very important when related to 
consumers’ earnings.) 

Price declines in food and clothing lines caused a 

drop of 0.4 per cent between the all-time high in March 
and the mid-April level of consumers’ prices in Chicago. 
The index, at 155.6, was 19.8 per cent above prices of a 
year ago, however. 
' The greatest drop occurred in food prices, 1.2 per 
cent, while reductions on women’s rayon dresses sent 
clothing prices down 0.8 per cent despite increases on 
men’s wool suits. Other groups showed small advances as 
prices rose on bituminous coal, radios and refrigerators, 
and gasoline, newspapers, and soaps. 

Food continued to show the greatest annual margin, 
although gains were smaller than last month for all 
groups except fuel, electricity, and ice. 


CHANGES 


IN CHICAGO 


| 


| April, 1947 


INDEXES 





Percentage Change from Sades 


1935-1939 = 


Commodity 


April 
1946 


All items. . +19. 











+32. 
+22: 
* 


+ 7. 
+25. 
+10. 











* Not surveyed monthly. 
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional 
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Retail Food Prices 


Prices of food in the three Illinois cities showed changes 
ranging from a 0.6 per cent increase to a 1.2 per cent 
decline between mid-March and mid-April, although an- 
nual margins were generally lower. 

Chicago prices experienced the greatest drop, 1.2 per 
cent, as meats, dairy products, and fruits and vegetables 
were reduced 2 per cent or more. Fats and oils and 
cereals and bakery goods, however, increased noticeably, 
with smaller gains in other items. Annually, all groups 
were up, led by fats and oils, meats, and beverages, with 
an “all foods” increase of 32.9 per cent. 

Cereals and bakery goods jumped 8.1 per cent, and 
sugar and sweets, beverages, and fruits and vegetables 
gained more than 2 per cent between mid-March and 
mid-April, counteracting declines in other items and send- 
ing Peoria food prices up 0.6 per cent. The April price 
level was more than one-third higher than a year ago, as 
all groups except fresh produce (down 1.5 per cent) 
reported large advances. 

In Springfield, price increases and declines tended to 
counteract each other, and “all foods” were down only a 
scant 0.3 per cent. Dried fruits and vegetables showed 
the greatest gain, 11.8 per cent, while dairy products 
showed the greatest decline, 3.7 per cent. Annually, ad- 
vances were slightly larger than those in either Peoria 
or Chicago in most lines, with a net increase of 38.3 
per cent since last April. Fresh produce showed the only 
advance of less than 20 per cent. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL FOOD COSTS 











Commodity Group 


Chicago 


April, 1946 


Peoria 


Percentage Change April, 1947, from 
March, 1947 


Springfield Chicago Peoria Springfield 





All foods 
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional Office. 
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BUSINESS CONDITIONS IN ILLINOIS CITIES 


ALTON (Pop. Est. 40,000) 


(Alton, on the Mississippi River, is in a highly industrialized area 
which produces glass bottles and specialties, steel and brass products, 
ammunition, shoes and leather products, tools and mining equipment, 
lead ingots, paperboard and boxboard, clothing, construction materials, 
flour and feed, and gasoline and petroleum products. Several large 
refineries are located in the area.) 

April increases of 0.1 per cent in employment and 1.9 per 
cent in pay rolls were attributed to firms in the chemicals, 
explosives, and soaps, non-ferrous metals manufacturing, and 
petroleum refining industries. Postal- receipts dropped 6 per 
cent in the month, while bank debits showed a slightly greater 
monthly decline (but were up 19 per cent for the year) and 
building permit valuations fell off 60 per cent. Retail trade 
increased 12 per cent from March and 15 per cent from 
April, 1946, and department stores reported even greater gains. 


AURORA (Pop. Est. 48,500 ) 


(Aurora, an important city in the Fox River Valley, presents a diver- 
sified list of industries engaged in manufacturing railroad coaches, con- 
veying, pumping and road machinery, steel furniture, tools, hardware 
specialties, aluminum ingots, auto accessories, textile and dairy 
products.) 

Fewer workers in sheet iron and tin plate firms, and 
greater wage disbursements in machinery and machine tool 
plants, created an April decline of 1.5 per cent in employment 
and an increase of 1.2 per cent in pay rolls. Postal receipts 
rose slightly for the month and 8.1 per cent for the year, 
whereas bank debits dropped 6.3 per cent from the March 
level but jumped 22.3 per cent from April, 1946. Building 
permit valuations declined only slightly in the month. 


BELLEVILLE (Pop Est. 32,000) 


(Belleville is an important industrial city producing stoves, drinking 
fountains, bricks, caskets, castings, chemicals, beer, shingle-cutting 
and mining machinery, enameled wire, flour, leather products, shoes, 
stencil machines, and men’s and women’s clothing. Coal mining is 
another industry.) 

Employment continued to decline in April, dropping 0.6 
per cent, and pay rolls were down 1.1 per cent as a result of 
decreases in heating and plumbing equipment and shoe man- 
ufacturing firms. Postal receipts rose 3.8 per cent from March 
and 11.0 per cent from April, 1946, levels, while building 
permit valuations increased 2.3 per cent in the month. Retail 
trade was 1 per cent below the previous month and only 4 per 
cent above a year ago. 


BLOOMINGTON (Pop. Est. 33,000 ) 


(Bloomington, in the midst of a rich farming area, is an important 
producer of oil heaters, electric refrigerators, air conditioning and 
ventilating equipment, furnaces, stoves, boilers, washing machines 
and ironers, railroad equipment, dairy products, canned vegetables, 
and candy. It also has railroad shops.) 

Sharp gains of 8.6 per cent in employment and 12.0 per 
cent in pay rolls in April were attributed to the heating and 
plumbing equipment and railway car building and repair in- 
dustries. Postal receipts jumped 15 per cent in the month and 
11 per cent for the year, whereas bank debits dropped 13 
per cent from March but rose 13 per cent from April, 1946, 
and building permit valuations declined more than one-third 
in the month. 


CHAMPAIGN-URBANA ( Pop. 37,366 ) 


(Champaign-Urbana, home of the University of Illinois, is located in a 
rich agricultural region. Chief among the products of the area are 
academic and athletic equipment, butter, construction and road-build- 
ing machinery, concrete products, forgings and castings, gloves, soy- 
bean products, and trailers.) 

Seasonal activity in food processing accounted for most 
of the gains of 11.7 per cent in employment and 11.2 per cent 
in pay rolls in April. Champaign postal receipts rose slightly 
in the month and were up 18 per cent for the year, whereas 
Urbana receipts showed declines of similar amplitude. Bank 
debits dropped 10 per cent from March but rose 27 per cent 
from April, 1946, while building permit valuations were two 
and one-half times the March figure. 


CHICAGO ( Pop. Est. 3,450,000 ) 


(Chicago, the second largest city in the United States, is the terminus 
of 39 railroads, including 23 trunk lines, and it has 21 airports within 
a 20-mile radius. It is the livestock and grain market of the world and 
the largest mail order distributing center. Chicago leads the world in 


the production of meat products, telephone equipment, furniture, agri. 
cultural implements, jewelry, foundry roducts, railroad supplies, ga, 
and electric appliances, machinery, musical instruments, and Tadio ang 
auto accessories.) 

Chicago employment and pay rolls continued to decline jp 
April as strikes in the electrical machinery and apparatus and 
telephone and telegraph groups and general decreases in th 
cotton, woolen, and silk goods, foundry and forge, meat 
packing, and watches, clocks, and jewelry industries’ cause 
drops of 1.9 per cent in number of workers and 2.4 per cen 
in wage payments. Postal receipts dropped 1.9 per cent in the 
month but rose 17.2 per cent in the year, while hank debits 
declined 17.6 per cent and advanced 0.6 per cent in the same 
periods. Valuations of building permits were up 5.2 per cent, 
whereas retail trade dropped 2 per cent (although up 14 
cent for the year). Food prices dropped 1.2 per cent, ringing 
consumer prices down 0.4 per cent in the month, although 
both remained considerably above the level of a year ago, 


DANVILLE ( Pop. Est. 40,000 ) 


(Danville has a diversified list of industries, including coal mining, 
clay products, textiles, coal-mining machinery, foundry and machine 
shop products, leather, hardware, lumber, furnaces, hemp products, 
and food processing.) 

_ Men’s furnishings and work clothes and railway car build 
ing and repair industries were responsible for most of the 
April gains of 2.2 per cent in employment and 14 per cent 
in pay rolls. Postal receipts rose 7.1 per cent for the month 
and 10.6 per cent for the year, while building permit valuy- 
ations increased 10.5 per cent in the month. Bank debits 
dropped 9.4 per cent from March but were still 28.3 per cent 
above the April, 1946, level. 


DECATUR ( Pop. Est. 63,750 ) 


(Decatur, the center of soybean production and processing, is the soy- 
bean capital of the world. The city leads in the processing of corn and 
metals, and is the center of the cotton wash-dress industry. Other im- 
portant industries include foundries, railroad shops, metal companies, 
machine shops, and manufacturers of pharmaceutical, plastic, wood, and 
paper products.) 

Automobile, foundry and forge, “other groceries,” and 
railway car building and repair firms contributed to the April 
increases of 1.2 per cent in employment and 3.4 per cent in 
pay rolls. Postal receipts were up 8.2 per cent for the month 
and 7.1 per cent for the year, whereas bank debits dropped 
9.5 per cent in the month but rose 36.3 per cent in the year. 
Building permit valuations were up one-third from March. 
Retail trade declined 8 per cent from the March level but 
was up 16 per cent from April, 1946, while department store 
sales increased 6 per cent and 14 per cent in the same periods. 


EAST ST. LOUIS (Pop. Est. 80,000 ) 


(East St. Louis is a leader in the State in meat packing. Other im- 
portant industries are chemicals, aluminum, iron and steel foundries 
and machine shops, railroad equipment, zinc smelting, machine tools 
and valves, rubber reclaiming, oil refineries, and rock quarries. ° 
general area of East St. Louis is one of the most highly industrialized 
regions of the State.) 

Gains in the chemicals, explosives, and soaps and furniture 
and cabinet work industries were insufficient to offset declines 
in meat packing and slaughtering, with resultant April de- 
creases of 0.3 per cent in employment and 0.1. per cent in pay 
rolls. Postal receipts and retail trade dropped slightly from 
March but rose from April, 1946, whereas bank debits im- 
creased 1.7 per cent in the month and 56.4 per cent in the 
year. Building permit valuations were up 136 per cent from 
March. 


ELGIN (Pop. Est. 44,000 ) 


(Elgin has important industries producing watches, dairy products, 
thread and yarn, automobile accessories, capping and filling machines, 
water softeners, street sweepers, woodwork, store equipment, ovens, 
cylinders, shoes, clothing, steel cabinets, and tools. Publishing is 
another important industry.) 

Firms in the important watches, clocks, and jewelry in- 
dustry reported small reductions, with area employment down 
0.8 per cent and pay rolls up a slight 0.1 per cent in April 
Postal receipts were 0.7 per cent above last month and up 173 
per cent for the year, whereas bank debits dropped 7.5 per cent 
in the month but gained 16.6 per cent in the year. Building 
permit valuations rose 48 per cent from March. Department 
store sales dropped 0.5 per cent from March but were 4.3 pet 
cent above the April, 1946, volume. 
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FREEPORT ( Pop. Est. 25,065 ) 


Freeport is an important merpfectaling center, surrounded by a rich 
eam and dairy farm region. Some industries are insurance and the 
anufacture Of batteries, toys, hardware, farm machinery, oil burners, 
windmills, medicines, food products, printing and electrical equipment.) 

Employment rose 0.1 per cent in April as pay rolls dropped 
15 per cent with declines in an automobile parts manufac- 
wring firm. Postal receipts were down 8.1 per cent in the 
month but 4.5 per cent above the level a year ago. Building 
sermits, valued at $61,150, were up almost three-fourths from 
the March level. 


JOLIET (Pop. Est. 50,000 ) 


(Joliet is an important industrial city manufacturing wallpaper, wire, 
roofing, gas ranges, fire brick, horse shoes, packaging machines, 
bakery machinery, chemicals, calendars cartons, tanks, beer, barrels, 
dairy products and work clothing. Railroad shops, oil refineries, coal 
mines, limestone quarries.) 

Declines in chemicals, explosives, and soaps, heating and 
plumbing equipment, and paper goods industries were respon- 
sible for April drops of 3.4 per cent in employment and 2.6 
per cent in pay rolls. Bank debits and postal receipts dropped 
more than 10 per cent in the month but were more than 8 per 
cent above the April, 1946, level. Building permit valuations 
were doubled. Retail trade dropped and department store sales 
rose in the month, although both were up slightly for the year. 


KANKAKEE ( Pop. Est. 24,200 ) 


(Kankakee, located in a rich, diversified farming area, is an important 
manufacturing center for agricultural implements, furniture, textiles, 
building materials, paints, foundry and machine shop products, and 
stone quarries.) 

Furniture and cabinet work firms accounted for most of 
the gains of 1.2 per cent in employment and 6.3 per cent in pay 
rolls in April. Postal receipts jumped 15.5 per cent in the 
month and were up 4.3 per cent for the year, while building 
permit valuations rose 18 per cent from March. Department 
stores reported monthly and annual sales gains of 25.4 per 
cent and 46.4 per cent, respectively. 


MATTOON ( Pop. Est. 20,000 ) 


(Mattoon, a strategically located manufacturing city and the site of 
railroad shops and truck terminals, is surrounded by a rich grain, live- 
stock, and poultry producing area. Among important articles manu- 
factured are kitchen furniture, restaurant and beauty parlor equipment, 
steel tubing, road grading machinery, fluorescent lamps, clothing, shoes, 
brooms, foundry products, and Diesel engines.) 

Reports from the Chamber of Commerce showed a 1.5 per 
cent gain in employment and 2.2 per cent decline in pay rolls 
between March and April, although gains of 38.5 per cent and 
87.0 per cent, respectively, were shown on an annual basis. 
Postal receipts dropped 0.1 per cent and bank debits fell off 
69 per cent in the month, but showed advances of 3.9 per cent 
for the former and 25.0 per cent for the latter since April, 
1946, 


PEORIA (Pop. Est. 119,419) 


(Peoria is the largest producer of earth-moving equipment in the 
world. It has large distilleries, chemical plants, agricultural implement 
plants, and stockyards. It also manufactures cotton goods, pharma- 
ceuticals, malleable iron, and steel products such as wire, rods, easing, 
Stoves and furnaces. Agricultural foods and soybeans are processed. 
Peoria is one of the highly diversified industrial cities of the State.) 

Continued diversity of trend in the important machinery 
and machine tool industry contributed to the 3.5 per cent de- 
crease in employment and 1.4 per cent advance in wage pay- 
ments in April, despite gains in chemicals, explosives, and 
soaps and declines in beverage manufacturing and the tele- 
phone industry. Bank debits dropped 9.2 per cent from March 
but rose 25.4 per cent from April, 1946, while postal receipts 
advanced more than 10 per cent on both bases. Building per- 
mit valuations more than trebled in the month. Retail trade 
‘ropped 2 per cent from March but rose 4 per cent in the year, 
while department stores reported small gains in each case. 
Food prices, up slightly in the month, were 35 per cent above 
the April, 1946, level. 


QUINCY (Pop. Est. 42,000 ) 


(Quincy has important industries producing stoves, ranges, furnaces, 


Pumps, industrial trailers, poultry equipment, showcases and store fix- 
tures, shoes, plumbing and steam equipment, machine tools, and elec- 
‘onic and broadcasting eavipment. Agricultural products are stored 
and processed.) 


Flour, feed, and other cereals, heating and plumbing equip- 
ment and shoe manufacturers contributed to the 0.1 per cent 


drop in employment and 2.9 per cent advance in pay rolls in 
April. Postal receipts rose 6.7 per cent and bank debits 
dropped 5.3 per cent in the month, both advancing more than 
20 per cent in the year. Department stores reported small 
sales gains on both bases, but building permit valuations, 
amounting to $162,235, showed a decline of 29 per cent from 
March levels. 


ROCKFORD ( Pop. Est. 93,000: Metropolitan 
Area Est. 110,000 ) 


(Rockford is the third largest city of the State. It is an important 
manufacturing center for agricultural machinery, machine tools, piston 
rings, gears, and automobile parts, aluminum castings, furniture, tex- 
tiles, hardware, wood and iron-working machinery, pianos, stoves, 
leather goods, air conditioning and heating equipment.) 

A pay-roll advance of 3.7 per cent in April was attributed 
to producers of automobile parts, cutlery, edge tools, and 
hardware, flour, feed, and other cereals, and machinery and 
machine tools, as employment remained almost unchanged. 
Postal receipts rose slightly although bank debits dropped 10.8 
per cent from March, while both gained more than 20 per cent 
in the year. Building permit valuations advanced 20.7 per cent 
in the month, but electric power sales showed a slight decline. 
Department store trade was up slightly on both bases. 


ROCK ISLAND-MOLINE ( Pop. Est. 87,500 ) 


(The Rock Island-Moline area is the farm implement center of the 
world and produces large quantities of war materiel. Other important 
industries are machine tools, iron and brass foundries, heating and 
ventilating equipment, structural materials, automobile parts and ac- 
cessories, elevators, furniture, insurance, lumber mills, sash and door 
factories, glass and paper products, farm lighting lants, rubber foot- 
wear, oils and paints, textiles, and electric household supplies.) 

_ April gains of 0.9 per cent in employment and 1.8 per cent 
in pay rolls in Rock Island were attributed to increased ac- 
tivity in the agricultural implement industry, while Moline’s 
1.4 per cent employment decline and 0.3 per cent pay-roll in- 
crease were the result of varied changes in different indus- 
tries. Postal receipts rose 5.7 per cent in Moline and dropped 
4.5 per cent in Rock Island in the month, but were up 17.8 per 
cent and 1.8 per cent, respectively, in the year. Bank debits 
were down about 7 per cent from March but up more than 
10 per cent from April, 1946, in both cities. Building permit 
valuations, doubled in Moline, were about the same in Rock 
Island as last month, while retail trade and department store 
sales showed small gains for the month and year. 


SPRINGFIELD (Pop. Est. 85,000 ) 


(Springfield has a number of Federal offices as well as the offices of 
the State Government. It is the home of a number of insurance com- 
panies and regional government offices. Industrially, Springfield has 
a diversified list of concerns manufacturing road and earth-moving 
machinery, agricultural implements, machine tools, and boilers. It is 
also a center of coal mining and the processing of grain and soybeans.) 

Substantial gains in the agricultural implement, electrical 
machinery and apparatus, and machinery and machine tool in- 
dustries caused advances of 6.0 per cent in employment and 7.6 
per cent in pay rolls in April. Postal receipts rose 7.0 per cent 
in the month and 16.3 per cent in the year, whereas bank 
debits dropped 6.5 per cent from March but were 26.8 per cent 
above the April, 1946, level. Building permit valuations rose 
74 per cent in the month. Retail trade was up 5 per cent for 
the month and 20 per cent for the year, as department stores 
reported much greater sales gains. Food prices dropped 
slightly from March but were still up 38 per cent for the year. 


CRAB ORCHARD AREA 


(A large “dispersed city” area embracing Jackson, Williamson, and 
Franklin counties surrounds Lake Crab Orchard. These three counties, 
containing the larger cities of Benton, Carbondale, Herrin, Johnston 
City, Marion, Murphysboro, and West Frankfort, and densely popu- 
lated rural areas, have a total pulation of 130,396. Coal mines 
constitute the principal industry, although there are also wood product 
plants, clothing manufacturers, home appliance and shoe factories, and 
diversified agriculture in the region.) 

Sales tax reports for March showed retail trade in the 
three-county area up 11.0 per cent from February, and 21.6 
per cent above the level of a year before, with spring and the 
Easter season approaching. Building permit valuations in four 
reporting cities dropped 63 per cent between March and April, 
1947, and were 59 per cent below the April, 1946, figure, 
whereas postal receipts in the larger cities increased 8.7 per 
cent in the month and 22.5 per cent in the year. 
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